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Arjasp, the prince of Turkestan, which led as usual to a
bloody war, in which Gushtasp was victorious. Mirkhond
then relates the story ol Esfendiar [Xerxes ?], the son of
Gushtasp, first his imprisonment, then his release, his
adventures and battles with Arjasp, then his campaigns in
the further East, afterwards in the West, and finally his
fight with Eustam, by whom he was slain, after each had
recounted at length the history of his life and his heroic
deeds.

According to an extract from Malcolm's Persia, at
page 310 of Shea's translation, ' Esfendiar is reckoned, with
some probability, the Xerxes of the Greeks, who led the
famous expedition of the Persians into that country. The
Greeks always speak of Xerxes as the sovereign of Persia,
but Esfendiar never had the name of king, though for a
time when viceroy at Balkh he possessed regal power.
Besides, it is probable that Esfendiar had been associated
in sovereignty by a father who is stated to have always
employed him in the command of his armies, and the
government of a part of the empire,'

Gushtasp avenged his son's death in the usual way by
battle and slaughter, and then resigned his kingdom to his
grandson, Behmen, son of Esfendiar.

The historians of Fars call this prince Daraz Dast, or long-
handed, because his authority extended over the Seven
Climates, and he is supposed to be the Artaxerxes Longi-
manus of the Greeks. After avenging his father's death, it is
stated: * In the course of his reign Behmen deposed Bakhta-
nassar's son from the government of Babel, which he com-
mitted to one of Lohorasp's sons, named Kuresh, whose
mother was descended from the children of Israel; he
likewise commanded him to send back the captives of the
children of Israel to the territory of the Holy Temple, and to
appoint as their governor whomsoever they themselves should
select. Kuresh therefore assembled the children of Israel
and appointed Daniel to the government. It is related in
some histories that Lohorasp, having deposed Bakhtanassar
from the government of Babel, permitted the Israelitish